
Public Comments Received Regarding Proposed National Natural 
Landmark (NNL) Designation of Lanphere and Ma-le’l Dunes, Humboldt 
County, CA 

July 29, 2020 – Blue Lake Rancheria 

August 14, 2020 – Redwood Region Audubon Society 

August 19, 2020 – Friends of the Dunes 

September 11, 2020 – The Northcoast Environmental Center 

September 14, 2020 – Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District 

November 20, 2020 – Humboldt Bay Municipal Water District (follow-up letter) 







 

P.O. BOX 186 ARCATA, CA 95518  •  Phone 707-444-1397     
 E-mail  mike@friendsofthedunes.org  • www.friendsofthedunes.org 

 

August 19, 2020 
 

RE: Lanphere and Ma-le’l Dunes National Natural Landmark Designation 

 

Dear Heather Eggleston and the National Park System Advisory Board, 

 

On behalf of Friends of the Dunes and our more than 1,000 members, supporters, and 

community volunteers, we strongly support the designation of Lanphere and Ma-le’l Dunes as a 

National Natural Landmark. Friends of the Dunes is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated 

to conserving the natural diversity of coastal environments in northern California through 

community-supported education and stewardship programs. 

 

Lanphere Dunes and Ma-le’l Dunes together comprise the most intact, well-preserved native 

coastal dune habitat on the U.S. west coast. Because of this dune system’s relatively 

undeveloped character—and as a result of conservation efforts and community-supported habitat 

restoration projects spanning decades—Lanphere and Ma-le’l Dunes are unique in the North 

Pacific Boarder biophysiographic province for both the geological integrity of their contiguous 

dune system and the diverse biological resources that collectively, this special place protects. 

 

The dune complex at Lanphere and Ma-le’l Dunes contains dynamic interrelated habitats, 

including foredunes, herbaceous and woody swales, freshwater wetlands, parabolic dunes, 

coniferous and riparian forest, saltmarsh, and intertidal mudflats. This exciting mosaic of 

healthy, intact habitats yields a tremendous amount of floristic diversity in a relatively small 

area. As a result, this integrated ecosystem is a wonderland for exploration, inspiration, and 

learning. Lanphere and Ma-le’l Dunes provide unique opportunities to study the relationships 

between native dune organisms and natural physical processes. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS) and Bureau of Land Management (BLM), the cooperative land managers for 

this contiguous dune refuge area, provide multiple opportunities for the interested public to 

access the land for appropriate, resource-sensitive recreation and even to work on a volunteer 

basis with the BLM and USFWS to help steward these remarkable dunes for future generations. 

 

This is a nationally significant landscape, with broad community support, involvement, and 

appreciation. As a nonprofit organization focused on the conservation of coastal habitats in 

northern California, Friends of the Dunes and our many supporters could not imagine a more 

worthy candidate for National Natural Landmark designation than the Lanphere and Ma-le’l 

Dunes. We thank you for your work to recognize this nation’s unique and special places, and we 

urge you to enthusiastically recommend the designation of the Lanphere and Ma-le’l Dunes as a 

National Natural Landmark to the Secretary of the Interior. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Mike Cipra 

Executive Director 

mailto:mike@friendsofthedunes.org
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September 11, 2020
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Staff Director
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National Park Service
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cc:
Ms. Heather Eggleston
Manager, National Natural Landmarks Program
National Park Service
12795 West Alameda Parkway
Lakewood, CO 80228
heather_eggleston@nps.gov

Dear Chairwoman, Hutson and Members of the Advisory Board,

RE: Support for Designation of the Lanphere / Ma-le’l Dunes as a National Natural Landmark

It is with pleasure the Northcoast Environmental Center heartily endorses the inclusion of the 
Lanphere / Ma-le’l Dunes as a National Natural Landmark. This area of the Humboldt Bay contains 
outstanding examples of the geological and ecological systems of the north coast of California and 
are unique in the Siskiyou – Klamath Coastal Sand Dunes in the North Pacific Border 
Biophysiographic Province. The National Natural Landmarks Program recognizes areas of scientific 
importance to serve as places for education and scientific exploration. The Northcoast Environmental 
Center, which celebrates its 50th anniversary next year is a consortium of local conservation 
organizations also dedicated to public education about our areas rich natural resources and have 
included articles about these wonderful dunes for decades. We agree with the authors of the 
evaluation report of May, 2019, that these dunes still exist in “exceptional condition and are proud 
they have been recognized. We believe the managers of Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge 
Complex as well as the Ma-le’l Dunes South, managed by the BLM as an Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern work diligently to maintain these natural areas. We hope designation as an 
NNL may encourage future planning for these areas in recognition of their scientific and educational 
values as well as their scenic beauty and public enjoyment.

Thank you for the opportunity to support this nomination and we sincerely hope you decided to 
include the Lanphere / Ma-le’l Dunes as the national’s NNL.

Sincerely, 

Larry Glass
Executive Director and Board President

The NEC is a 501 (c)(3) public charity. Our tax ID number is 23-7122386. No goods or services were 
provided in exchange for this contribution. Please keep this written acknowledgment of your donation 
for your tax records.
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